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Welcome to St John’s for this Service.

During these 50 days of Easter we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. As we
hear his word and proclaim all that God has done, we can be confident that we shall
share his victory over death and know eternal life in him.

During these days of uncertainty, anxiety, and, for many, darkness we pray that the
light of the risen Christ may bring peace, comfort, reassurance, and guidance.

You might like to light a candle before the Service and place it on a table to remind
you of the light of the risen Christ shining among us.

We hope you will be able to join in with the Hymns and everything that is in bold
type. Whether this is your first time in St John’s, or you are a regular member of the
congregation, you are most welcome. The recording of today’s Service can be found
at https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/suspended -services-resources

The posture directions in this order of service are optional. Please stand, sit, or kneel
as you prefer. A collection is normally received during the service. Due to the
restrictions this is not possible. You might like to set aside your gift and bring it when
the restrictions have lifted. UK tax payers are encouraged to complete a GiftAid
envelope to enhance the value of your giving.

During these 50 days of Easter, if you are passing St John’s on your daily walk,
you might like to place flowers on the large cross outside church
- perhaps in memory of a loved one.
Let us show the community which we love and serve
that Christ and his Church are alive and kicking!

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is
included in this service, is © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
CCL Licence number 74516.

The Dismissal
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¢ Go in the peace of Christ. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le - - lu - i1al
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vThanks beto God. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le - - In - ia

Our worship has ended; let our service begin.
Thanks be to God!

During these days of Easter you might like to place flowers
on the large cross outside Church
- perhaps in memory of a loved one.
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The Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

The Blessing

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia!

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Final Hymn

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:
Thine be the glory, ...

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;

life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Thine be the glory, ...
Maccabaeus 428 AMNS
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A period of quiet prayer precedes the service.

The Greeting

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen.

THE GATHERING

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia!

A Hymn is sung

O Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my Friend:
| shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me feel thee near me:
the world is ever near;

| see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds | hear;

my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;

O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;

O speak and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end:
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.

O let me see thy foot-marks,
and in them plant mine own;

my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone:

O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;

and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.

Wolvercote 235 AMNS



All kneel or remain seated for The Giving of Communion
Prayer of Preparation

) ) Jesus is the Lamb of God Draw near with faith.
As the Lord welcomes us into his presence, we pray together: who takes away the sin of the world. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
Almighty God, Blessed are those which he gave for you,
to whom all hearts are open, who are called to his supper. and his blood which he shed for you.
all desires known, Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, Eat and drink in remembrance that Christ
and from whom no secrets are hidden: but only say the word, died for you, and feed on him in your
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts and I shall be healed. heart by faith with thanksgiving.

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name; All remain kneeling or seated to say

through Christ our Lord. Amen. Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Prayers of Penitence Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. A Prayer to receive Spiritual Communion
1 Corinthians 5:7,8 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of thy Church

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated,

| desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.

| present to you my soul and body

with the earnest wish that | may always be united to you.

And since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,

| beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.

I unite myself with you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Let nothing ever separate you from me.

May | live and die in your love. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name. Amen. / ﬁ% __®, )
Absolution The Anthem S ——

—————eeeeee

Almighty God, With the voice of singing declare ye this,

who forgives all who truly repent, and let it be heard, Alleluia.

have mercy upon you, Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, O be joyful in God, all ye lands.

and keep you in life eternal; O sing praises to the honour of his name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. make his praise glorious.

Amen. M Shaw (1875-1958)



Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with [N and] all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,

for ever and ever.
Amen.

All sit and kneel to say
The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour has taught us,
so we are bold to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin
against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. Alleluia!

Let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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All stand to give praise to God for the resurrection of his Son, as we say
The Gloria

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
Following a moment of quiet, a special Prayer for the Day is said.

God our redeemer,

you have delivered us from the power of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

All sit for the
Bible Readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as | went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him
we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have
said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought
not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’
Acts 17: 22-31

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the first letter of St Peter.

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and
do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for
doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in
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He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels

and the powers of all creation

sing for ever the hymn of your glory.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them, and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:  or Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

Christ has died: Dying you destroyed our death,

Christ is risen: rising you restored our life:
Christ will come again. Lord Jesus, come in glory.
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The Offertory Hymn the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the

Lord Jesus Christ, Lord Jesus Christ, X - ) ) A
you have come to us, now and every day days of Noah, during the building of the ark., in wh|.ch a few, that is, eight
you are one with us, teach us how to pray, people, were saved through wate.r. And baptism, which this prefigured, now

Mary’s Son; Son of God. saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God
cleansing our souls from all their sin, You have commanded us to do for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
pouring your love and goodness in; this in remembrance, Lord, of you: into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
Jesus, our love for you we sing, into our lives your power breaks through, powers made subject to him.

living Lord. living Lord. . 15t Peter 3:13-end

This is the word of the Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Thanks be to God.
| would come to you,

live my life for you,
Son of God. King of glory, King of peace, Wherefore, with my utmost art

| will love thee; | will sing thee,

The Gradual Hymn

All your commands | know are true,

your many gifts will make me new, and, that love may never cease, and the cream of all my heart
into my life your power breaks through, | will move thee. I will bring thee.
living Lord. Thou hast granted my request, Though my sins against me cried,
Living Lord 391 AMNS thou hast heard me; thou didst clear me,
thou didst note my working breast, and alone, when they replied,
The Preparation of the Table thou hast spared me. thou didst hear me.
Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; Seven whole days, not one in seven,
make yourself known to us in the breaking of bread. Amen. | will praise thee;
in my heart, though not in heaven,
The Eucharistic Prayer | can raise thee.
The Lord is here. Small it is, in this poor sort
His Spirit is with us. to enrol thee:
Lift up your hearts. e’en eternity’s too short
We lift them to the Lord. to extol thee.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Gwalchmai 194 AMNS

It is right to give thanks and praise.
The Gospel
All turn to where the Gospel is proclaimed.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
| am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

almighty and eternal Father,

and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts

the memory of your wonderful works. | was dead, and behold | am alive for evermore. cf Revelation 1.17,18
For by the mystery of his passion Alleluia!

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.

has conquered the powers of death and hell Glory to you, O Lord.

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
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And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides
with you, and he will be in you.

‘I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. On
that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and

reveal myself to them.’
St John 14: 15-21

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

All stand to say
The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Father, we thank you for all the blessing you bestow on us each and every
day: for the love of family and friends even though we may be separated at
this time; for the freedoms we enjoy and the manifold gifts of your creation to
delight in. Help us remember and take pleasure in the many things that we
often take for granted.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Father, may your Holy Spirit bring comfort and strength to the sick, the
weak, and the dying. We pray for all named on our Newsletter, for all who
are sick in hospital, and for all who care for them. And we give thanks for
those who have been restored to health and wholeness.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Father, have mercy on all whose days on earth are now over and who now
rest in Christ. We remember with thanksgiving those who have died recently
and are named on our Newsletter; for those who died alone or unprepared;
for those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time. May they all share in
the glory of your eternal city where death is no more.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

In a moment of quiet let us bring our own prayers and praises before the
throne of heavenly grace.

A time of quiet is kept.

Confident that we do not pray alone, but in communion with all the saints and
martyrs, we offer these our prayers saying, merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

All sit or kneel for

The Prayers of Intercession
In peace and confidence, let us pray to the Lord.
Father, we continue to rejoice in the resurrection of your Son and the life and
forgiveness he brings. Make your Church, here and throughout the world, a
worthy temple for your presence. Bless and inspire, through the power of
your Spirit, all who minister in your name to proclaim with joy the love and
nearness of your Kingdom
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia!

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said:

‘Peace be with you.” Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!
St John 20: 19-20

The peace of the Lord be always with you

Father, lighten, we pray, the darkness of this world with the light of Christ. and also with you.

illuminate the path ahead to restore hope and direction in their human
journey. We pray especially for all who find difficult and painful the physical
restrictions placed upon them during these days of pandemic.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace.
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