Sunday 11 October 2020

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

Hymns, Readings, and Collect

Combined Parish Eucharist and APCM

Opening Hymn: Immortal, invisible
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
St Denio 377 NEH

The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
increase in us your gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25: 1–9
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the
palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities
of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their
distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like
a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of
clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow
up death for ever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this
is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
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The New Testament Reading: Philippians 4: 1–9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians.
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
The Gospel Reading: St Matthew 22: 1–14
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying,
“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have
been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them,
and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
The Creed:
Let us declare our faith in the living God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Offertory Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Come unto me and rest;
lay down, thou weary one, lay down
thy head upon my breast:’
I came to Jesus as I was,
weary, and worn, and sad;
I found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down, and drink, and live:’
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘I am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
and all thy day be bright:’
I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk
till travelling days are done.
Kingsfold 376 NEH

The Anthem: Antiphon from 5 Mystical Songs
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
his praise may thither fly;
the earth is not too low,
his praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but above all the heart
must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)
George Herbert (1593–1633)

Hymn: Christ is the King!
Christ is the King, O friends rejoice!
Brothers and sisters, with one voice
make all men know he is your choice:
Alleluia!

O Christian women, Christian men,
all the world over, seek again
the Way disciples followed then:
Alleluia!

The first apostles round them drew
thousands of faithful men and true,
sharing a faith for ever new:
Alleluia!

Christ through all ages is the same;
place the same hope in his great name,
with the same faith his word proclaim:
Alleluia!

Then magnify the Lord and raise
anthems of joy and holy praise
for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days:
Alleluia!

Let Love’s unconquerable might
God’s people everywhere unite
in service to the Lord of light:
Alleluia!
Vulpius 345 NEH

