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All sing
The Final Hymn

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgement given.

For the love of God is broader
than the measure of our mind;

and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

But we make his love too narrow
by false limits of our own;

and we magnify his strictness
with a zeal he will not own.

There is plentiful redemption
through the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all gladness

in the joy of Christ our Lord.

The Dismissal

Corvedale 806 AM

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Our worship has ended; let our service begin.
Thanks be to God!
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Welcome to St John’s for this on-line Service.

Whether this is your first time you have joined us virtually for this on-line Service at
St John's, or you are a regular member of the congregation, you are most welcome
as we give thanks to God for the new life with have in him through the gift of his
Son, Jesus Christ, and in the power and comfort of his Holy Spirit. In faith and
confidence we come before the God of love in assurance of his forgiveness and ask
for his blessing on our lives.

During these days of uncertainty, anxiety, and, for many, darkness we pray that the
light of the risen Christ may bring peace, comfort, reassurance, and guidance.
Although we are not able to gather together as a worshipping community at present
we can still pray for each other, our community, the needs of the world and those in
particular need.

You might like to light a candle before the Service and place it on a table to remind
you of the light of the risen Christ shining among us.

We hope you will be able to join in with the Hymns and everything that is in bold
type.

The recording of today’s Service can be found at https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/
suspended -services-resources

The posture directions in this order of service are optional. Please stand, sit, or
kneel as you prefer. A collection is normally received during the service. Due to the
restrictions this is not possible. You might like to set aside your gift and bring it
when the restrictions have lifted, or send-in/electronically transfer your offering. UK
tax payers are encouraged to complete a GiftAid form which can be found on
website.

HANDS

FACE SPACE

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is
included in this service, is © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
CCL Licence number 74516.

3


https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/suspended-services-resources/
https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/suspended-services-resources/

THE GATHERING

A period of quiet prayer precedes the service as the organ is played.
You may like to light a candle and place it in front of you at home.

The Greeting

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The Notices
Any announcements will be made.

A Hymn is sung.

All my hope on God is founded,;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown,
he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

God’s great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.

Evermore
from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.

Prayer of Preparation

Daily doth th’Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,

pleasure leads us where we go.

Love doth stand
at his hand;

joy doth wait on his command.

Still from man to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.

Christ doth call
one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Michael 336 AMNS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Anthem is played

This is the day which the Lord hath made: we will rejoice and be glad in it.

O praise the Lord of heaven: praise him in the height.

Praise him, all ye angels of his: praise him, all his host.

Praise him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars and light.

Let them praise the name of the Lord.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee: to keep thee in all thy ways.

The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand;
so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: yea, it is even he that shall keep thy
soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in: from this time forth
for evermore.

He shall defend thee under his wings.

Be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart, and put thou thy trust in the Lord.
John Rutter (b 1945)

The Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

The Blessing

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

or:

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

A recording is played of the choir singing

Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

Please use the following words to make your Spiritual Communion.
A Prayer to receive Spiritual Communion
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of thy Church
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated,
| desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.
| present to you my soul and body
with the earnest wish that | may always be united to you.
And since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,
| beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.

| unite myself with you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.

Let nothing ever separate you from me.
May | live and die in your love. Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
looking to Jesus in penitence and faith.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give praise to God as we say
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect
Following a moment of quiet, a special Prayer for the Day is said, and all respond

Heavenly Father,

whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,

may purify ourselves even as he is pure;

that when he shall appear in power and great glory

we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Bible Readings

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah

Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD
has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time | will
search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people who rest
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “‘The LORD will not
do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the
day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day
of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet
blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements.
I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out
like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be
able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the
whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

Zephaniah 1: 7, 12—end
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;

we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest,

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts

in the presence of your divine majesty,

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love,

and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father Almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour has taught us,
so we are bold to pray:

Let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who sin as we forgive those who trespass
against us. against us.

Lead us not into temptation And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,

and the glory are yours the power and the glory,

now and for ever. Amen. for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should always sing of your glory,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For you are the hope of the nations,

the builder of the city that is to come.

Your love made visible in Jesus Christ brings home the lost,
restores the sinner and gives dignity to the despised.

In his face your light shines out,

flooding lives with goodness and truth,

gathering into one in your kingdom a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation

we glorify your name, for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine
may to be us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,

took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is
peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as

indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went
away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had
the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, |
have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with
the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me
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two talents; see, | have made two more talents.” His master said to him,
“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward,
saying, “Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and |
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his
master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap
where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

St Matthew 25: 14-30
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

All say

The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession
This response may be used:

Lord, in your mercy or
hear our prayer.

Lord, hear us
Lord, graciously hear us.

At the end:

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
8

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace

May the God of peace sanctify you:

may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before him

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

and also with you.

The Offertory Hymn
during which the bread and wine are brought to the Altar table and a Collection for the work of
the Church is received.

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,

be thou ever with me, and | with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and | thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and | with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.
Slane 343 AMINS

The Preparation of the Table

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.



