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All stand to sing 

The National Anthem: 
God save our gracious Queen,   Thy choicest gifts in store  

Long live our noble Queen,   On her be pleased to pour,  
God save the Queen.     Long may she reign.  

Send her victorious,     May she defend our laws,  

Happy and glorious,      And ever give us cause   
Long to reign over us:    To sing with heart and voice,  

God save the Queen.      God save the Queen. 

  
The Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our worship has ended; let our service begin.  
Thanks be to God! 
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In Flanders field read by Sir Mike Penning MP 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

John McCrae 

 
 Let us pray,  

 

Almighty and eternal God,  
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,  
neither by death nor life:  

Hear our prayers and thanksgivings  

for all whom we remember this day;  

fulfil in them the purpose of your love;  
and bring us all, with them,  
to your eternal joy; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
The Blessing 

God grant to the living grace,  

to the departed rest,  

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people,  
unity, peace and concord,  
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting, 
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen.  
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Welcome to St John’s for this on-line Service.  
 

Whether this is your first time you have joined us virtually for this on-line Service at 
St John’s, or you are a regular member of the congregation, you are most welcome 
as we give thanks to God for the new life with have in him through the gift of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and in the power and comfort of his Holy Spirit.  In faith and 
confidence we come before the God of love in assurance of his forgiveness and ask 
for his blessing on our lives. 
 

During these days of uncertainty, anxiety, and, for many, darkness  we pray that the 
light of the risen Christ may bring peace, comfort, reassurance, and guidance. 
Although we are not able to gather together as a worshipping community at present 
we can still pray for each other, our community, the needs of the world and those in 
particular need. 
 

You might like to light a candle before the Service and place it on a table to remind 
you of the light of the risen Christ shining among us.  
 

We hope you will be able to join in with the Hymns and everything that is in bold 
type.  
The recording of today’s Service can be found at https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/
suspended -services-resources 
 

The posture directions in this order of service are optional. Please stand, sit, or 
kneel as you prefer. A collection is normally received during the service. Due to the 
restrictions this is not possible. You might like to set aside your gift and bring it 
when the restrictions have lifted, or send-in/electronically transfer your offering. UK 
tax payers are encouraged to complete a GiftAid form which can be found on 
website. 
 

Sadly no service will take place at the Civic War Memorial today, but we are joined 
by Sir Mike Penning who will lay a wreath at our Altar on behalf of the town. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is 
included in this service, is © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.  

CCL Licence number 74516. 

https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/suspended-services-resources/
https://stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk/suspended-services-resources/
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THE GATHERING 
A period of quiet prayer precedes the service as the organ is played.  
You may like to light a candle and place it in front of you at home. 

 
The Greeting 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 Amen. 
  

 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 
The Notices 
Any announcements will be made. 
 

A Hymn is sung.  

 
All kneel or remain seated to say: 

Prayer of Preparation 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy name;  
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 

All people that on earth do dwell, 
   sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
   come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, 
   without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
   and for his sheep he doth us take. 

O enter then his gates with praise, 
   approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
   for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why? the Lord our God is good: 
   his mercy is for ever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
   and shall from age to age endure. 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
   the God whom heaven and earth adore, 
from men and from the angel-host 
   be praise and glory evermore.  Amen. 

Old Hundredth 334 NEH  
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All sing 

The Final Hymn 

The Act of Remembrance 
Let us remember before God, and commend to his sure keeping:  

those who have died for their country in war;   

those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure;  
and all who have lived and died in the service of mankind.  
 

Silence is kept. 
Poppy wreaths are laid at the foot of the High Altar 
 

The Exhortation 
They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old;  
age shall not weary them nor the years condemn;  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
we will remember them. 
We will remember them.  
 

Last Post is sounded. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Reveille is sounded. 
 

The Kohima Epitaph 
 When you go home, tell them of us and say.  

For your tomorrow, we gave our today.  

O God, our help in ages past, 
   our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
   and our eternal home; 
 

under the shadow of thy throne 
   thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
   and our defence is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood, 
   or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
   to endless years the same. 
 

A thousand ages in thy sight 
   are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
   before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
   bears all its sons away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
   dies at the opening day. 
 

O God, our help in ages past, 
   our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while troubles last, 
   and our eternal home. 

St Anne 417 NEH  



12 

 

A recording is played of the choir singing  

Agnus Dei 
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Please use the following words to make your Spiritual Communion. 

A Prayer to receive Spiritual Communion 
 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of thy Church  
 where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated,  
 I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  
 I present to you my soul and body  
 with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you.  
 And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
 I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 
 Let nothing ever separate you from me.  
 May I live and die in your love.  Amen. 
 
The  Anthem  

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:  for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven, 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people:  and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain:  for the former things are passed away. 

Edgar Bainton (1880–1956) 
Revelation 21: 1–4 

 

All say 

The Prayer after Communion  
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.   
Amen.  
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Prayers of Penitence 
 Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;  
 its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 
 its evil divisions and hatreds. 
 Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 
 and our failure to seek and establish that peace  
 which God wills for his children. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
 we have sinned against you and against our neighbour  
 in thought and word and deed,  
 through negligence, through weakness,  
 through our own deliberate fault.   
 We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.   
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
 forgive us all that is past  
 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life  
 to the glory of your name.   
 Amen. 

 
Absolution 
 Almighty God, 
 who forgives all who truly repent, 
 have mercy upon you, 
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
 and keep you in life eternal; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Following a moment of quiet, a special Prayer for the Day is said. 

 Almighty Father,  
 whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
 govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
 and bring the families of the nations,  
 divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
 to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
 who is alive and reigns with you,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Bible Readings 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who 
love her, and is found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself 
known to those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her will have no 
difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate. To fix one’s thought on her 
is perfect understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be 
free from care, because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, and she 
graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in every thought. 

 Wisdom of Solomon 6: 12-16 
This is the word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord 
himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound 
of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 
Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-end 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples: 
‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
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All say 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
 Though we are many, we are one body,  
 because we all share in one bread.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

or: 
 

 Draw near with faith.  
 Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,  
 and his blood which he shed for you.  
 Eat and drink in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
 and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

As our Saviour has taught us,  
so we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin  

against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 

Let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  

against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 



10 

 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

 

Therefore, heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love, 
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father Almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! 
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids 
got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some 
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, 
open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

St Matthew 25: 1-13 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon 
 
All say 

The Creed 
 Let us declare our faith in God. 
 We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

  
 
The Prayers of Intercession 
This response may be used: 

 Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us 
 hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

At the end: 

 Merciful Father, 
 accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 



8 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Peace 
Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace do I give to you. 
I do not give to you as the world  gives.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 

 
All sing 

The Offertory Hymn 
during which the bread and wine are brought to the Altar table and a Collection for the work 
of the Church is received. 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 
   entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love: 
the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
   that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 
the love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
   the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 

And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago, 
   most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
we may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
   her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
   and her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace. 

Thaxted 295 AMNS  

 
The Preparation of the Table 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,  
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here. 

 His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory,  
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through your son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine  
may to be us his body and his blood; 
 


