
Sunday 7 November 2021  Third Sunday before Advent 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect  
 

Opening Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised 
O Jesus, I have promised 
   to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me, 
   my Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
   if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
   if thou wilt be my Guide. 
 

O let me hear thee speaking 
   in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, 
   the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
   to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, 
   thou Guardian of my soul. 

O Jesus, thou hast promised 
   to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory 
   there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus, I have promised 
   to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow, 
   my Master and my Friend. 
 

O let me see thy footmarks, 
   and in them plant mine own; 
my hope to follow duly 
   is in thy strength alone; 
O guide me, call me, draw me, 
   uphold me to the end; 
and then in heaven receive me, 
   my Saviour and my Friend. 

Wolvercote 420 NEH 

 
The Collect 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and 
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he 
would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared 
once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for 
mortals to die once, and after that the judgement, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for 
him. 
This is the word of the Lord. Hebrews 9: 24–end 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
 Look to God, do not be afraid; Lift up your voices the Lord is near. Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 
 

You are my salvation; I trust in you, I shall not be afraid, you are my strength; you are my song. 
Taize Community 
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 The Gospel 

 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.’ And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called 
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Mark 1: 14–20 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  In Christ alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
 he is my light, my strength, my song;  
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
 when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
My Comforter, my All in All,  

here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

There in the ground his body lay, 
 light of the world by darkness slain:  
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
 up from the grave he rose again!  
And as he stands in victory  
 sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
for I am his and he is mine— 
 bought with the precious blood of Christ.  
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
 this is the power of Christ in me;  
from life's first cry to final breath, 
 Jesus commands my destiny.  
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
 can ever pluck me from his hand:  
till he returns or calls me home,  
 here in the power of Christ I'll stand.  

  678 AM 
 
Communion Hymn:  Christ be with me 

Christ be with me, Christ within me,  
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,  
Christ to comfort and restore me. 

 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quite, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all who love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

Gartan 278 NEH 
from St Patrick’s Breastplate 
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Anthem: Lead me, Lord 

Lead me, Lord, in thy righteousness:  make thy way plain before my face.   
For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76) 
from Psalm 5 

 
Hymn:  Here I am, Lord 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?  Refrain: 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send?   Refrain:  
  

Here I am, Lord 494 AM 

 
 


