
Sunday 2 January 2022   The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Opening Hymn:  Unto us is born 

 
The Collect 

Almighty God, 
whose blessed Son was circumcised 
in obedience to the law for our sake 
and given the Name that is above every name: 
give us grace faithfully to bear his Name, 
to worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, 
and to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 
 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer 
a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Galatians 4: 4–7 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hymn:  Gaudette 

Gaudete, Gaudete, Christus est natus 
Ex Maria Virgine, Gaudete! 
  

Tempus adest gratiae 
Hoc quod optabamus, 
Carmina laetitiae 
Devote reddamus. 
  

Deus homo factus est, 
Natura mirante, 
Mundus renovatus est, 
A Christo regnante. 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Christ is born 
of the Virgin Mary, Rejoice! 
  

The hour of grace  
which we seek is here, 
We offer with devotion  
our songs of gladness. 
  

God is made man,  
a thing of wonder, 
The world is renewed, 
by Christ who is King. 

 

All 

Unto us is born a Son, 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth his life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal,  
Of lords the Lord eternal. 
  

Upper voices 

Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Be-cradled in the manger,  
Be-cradled in the manger. 

 

Lower voices 

This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder, 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer, 
And slew the little childer. 
  

All 

Of his love and mercy mild 
This the Christmas story; 
And O that Mary’s gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory, 
Might lead us up to glory! 

 

O and A, and A and O, 
Cum cantibus in choro, 
Let our merry organ go, 
Benedicamus Domino 
Benedicamus Domino. 

Puer nobis 43 BCB 
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 The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  
so that we might receive adoption as children. 
Alleluia. Galatians 4 
  

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given 
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Luke 2: 15–21 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  At the name of Jesus 
 

At the name of Jesus 
   every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him  
   King of glory now; 
’tis the Father’s pleasure 
   we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
   was the mighty Word. 
 

Humbled for a season, 
   to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners 
   unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it 
   spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious, 
   when from death he passed: 

Bore it up triumphant 
   with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures, 
   to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, 
   to the Father’s breast; 
filled it with the glory 
   of that perfect rest. 
 

Brothers, this Lord Jesus 
   shall return again, 
with the Father’s glory, 
   with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 
   meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
   King of glory now. 

Evelyns 338 NEH 
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Communion Hymn: A great and mighty wonder 

A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure! 
The Virgin bears the Infant, 
With virgin honour pure. 
 Repeat the hymn again! 
 ‘To God on high be glory, 
 And peace on earth to men!’ 

The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high! 
And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 
 Repeat the hymn again! ... 
 

While thus they sing your monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, ye vales and mountains, 
Ye oceans clap your hands. 
 Repeat the hymn again! ... 

Since all he comes to ransom, 
By all be he adored, 
The Infant born in Bethl’em 
The Saviour and the Lord. 
      Repeat the hymn again! ... 
 

And idol forms shall perish, 
And error shall decay, 
And Christ shall wield his sceptre, 
Our Lord and God for ay. 
     Repeat the hymn again! ...  

Es ist ein‘ Ros’ 1 BCB 

 
Anthem: The Candle song 

Like a candle flame 
Flickering small in our darkness 
Uncreated light 
Shines through infant eyes 

God is with us, Alleluia! 
God is with us, Alleluia! 
Come to save us, Alleluia! 
Come to save us, Alleluia! 

 

Stars and angels sing 
Yet the earth sleeps in shadows 
Can this tiny spark 
Set a world on fire? 

 

Yet his light shall shine 
From our lives, Spirit blazing 
As we touch the flame 
Of his holy fire. 

Graham Kendrick, © 1988 Make Way Music 

 
Final Hymn: See amid the winter snow 

See amid the winter’s snow, 
Born for us on earth below; 
See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promis’d from eternal years: 
      Hail, thou ever blessed morn; 
      Hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 
      Sing through all Jerusalem, 
      Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim: 
  

Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
What your joyful news today; 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? 
 

‘As we watch’d at dead of night, 
Lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
Angels singing “Peace on earth” 
Told us of the Saviour’s birth: 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this: 
 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 
By thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble thee, 
In thy sweet humility: 

Humility 34 BCB 
 


