
Sunday 23 January 2023   Second Sunday of Epiphany 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Opening Hymn:  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
     bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
     kneel and adore him:  the Lord is his name. 
  

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
     high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
     guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
  

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
     of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
     these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
  

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
     he will accept for the name that is dear: 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
     trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
  

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
     bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
     kneel and adore him:  the Lord is his name. 

Was lebet 49 AMNS  
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 
 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 
ours: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 1: 1–9 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn:  Laudate omnes gentes 
Laudate omnes gentes,   
Laudate Dominum. 

Sing praise all people,  
Sing praise and bless the Lord. 

Taize Community 
 
The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations and believed in throughout the world. 
Alleluia. 1 Timothy 3: 16 
  

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 
be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said 
to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and 
see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is 
translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. 
You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St John 1: 29–42 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  In Christ alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
 he is my light, my strength, my song;  
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
 when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
My Comforter, my All in All,  

here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

There in the ground his body lay, 
 light of the world by darkness slain:  
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
 up from the grave he rose again!  
And as he stands in victory  
 sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
for I am his and he is mine— 
 bought with the precious blood of Christ.  
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
 this is the power of Christ in me;  
from life's first cry to final breath, 
 Jesus commands my destiny.  
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
 can ever pluck me from his hand:  
till he returns or calls me home,  
 here in the power of Christ I'll stand.  

   678 AM 
 

 

 
Anthem: Behold the Lamb of God 

Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world. 
 

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)  
from Messiah  - St John 1: 29 

 
Communion Hymn: Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 
slain for us: and we remember: 
the promise made that all who come in faith 
find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice, 
as a sign of our bonds of peace 
around the table of the King. 
 

The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
torn for you: eat and remember 
the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 
paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of love 
around the table of the King. 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, 
shed for you: drink and remember 
he drained death's cup that all may enter in 
to receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice, 
as a sign of our bonds of grace 
around the table of the King  
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise 
to respond: and to remember 
our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
as his Body here on earth. 
As we share in his suffering, 
we proclaim: Christ will come again! 
And we'll join in the feast of heaven 
around the table of the King.  

427 AM 

 
Dismissal:  Songs of thankfulness and praise 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
   Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star 
   to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David’s stem 
   in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addrest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 
 

Manifest in making whole 
   palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
manifest in valiant fight, 
   quelling all the devil’s might; 
manifest in gracious will, 
   ever bringing good from ill; 
anthems be to thee addrest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 
 

 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 
   stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee; 
Christ will then like lightning shine, 
   all will see his glorious sign; 
all will then the trumpet hear, 
   all will see the Judge appear; 
thou by all wilt be confest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 
 

 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
   mirrored in thy holy word; 
may we imitate thee now, 
   and be pure, as pure art thou; 
that we like to thee may be 
   at thy great Epiphany, 
and may praise thee, ever blest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 

St Edmund 56 NEH 
 
 
 
 


