
Sunday 29 January 2023   Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect  
 

Opening Hymn:  Hail to the Lord’s anointed 
Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 
   Great David’s greater Son; 
hail, in the time appointed, 
   his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
   to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
   and rule in equity. 
 

He comes with succour speedy 
   to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, 
   and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 
   their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
   were precious in his sight. 

He shall come down like showers 
   upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
   spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains 
   shall peace the herald go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
   from hill to valley flow. 
 

O’er every foe victorious, 
   he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, 
   all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never 
   his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand for ever; 
   that name to us is Love. 

Crüger 55 NEH 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.’ 
 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 1: 18–end 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn:  Laudate omnes gentes 
Laudate omnes gentes,   
Laudate Dominum. 

Sing praise all people,  
Sing praise and bless the Lord. 

Taize Community 
 
The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations and believed in throughout the world. 
Alleluia. 1 Timothy 3: 16 
  

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has 
not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six 
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, 
and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the 
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St John 2: 1–11 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  Songs of thankfulness and praise 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
   Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star 
   to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David’s stem 
   in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addrest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
   Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana wedding-guest 
   in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, 
   changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addrest, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
   mirrored in thy holy word; 
may we imitate thee now, 
   and be pure, as pure art thou; 
that we like to thee may be 
   at thy great Epiphany, 
and may praise thee, ever blest, 
   God in Man made manifest. 

St Edmund 56 NEH 
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Anthem: Tribus Miraculis 
Tribus miraculis ornatum diem sanctum colimus: 
hodie stella Magos duxit ad praesepium:  
hodie vinum ex aqua factum est ad nuptias;  
 
hodie in Jordane a Joanne Christus baptizari 
voluit, ut salvaret nos.  Alleluia! 

 

We celebrate a day sanctified by three miracles:  
today a star led the Wise Men to the manger:   
today water was changed into wine at the marriage 
feast;  
today Christ chose to be baptised in the Jordan by 
John for our salvation.  Alleluia! 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c 1525–94) 
Antiphon for the Second Vespers at Epiphany 

 
Communion Hymn: Be still for the presence of the Lord 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  
 the Holy One, is here; 
come, bow before him  
 now with reverence and fear: 
in him no sin is found 

we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  

the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord  
 is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire,  
 with splendour he is crowned: 
how awesome is the sight - 

our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord  

is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord  
 is moving in this place: 
he comes to cleanse and heal,  
 to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, 

in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord  
 is moving in this place. 

Be Still 358 AM 

 
Dismissal:  Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish;  but naught changeth thee. 
 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render:  O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

St Denio 377 NEH 

 
 
 


