
Sunday 19 February 2023   Sunday next before Lent 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect  
 

Opening Hymn:  Glorious things of thee are spoken 
Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Sion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
Formed thee for his own abode: 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove: 
Who can faint, while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
Never fails from age to age. 

Saviour, if of Sion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in thy name: 
Fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Sion's children know. 

Austria 263 NEH 

The Collect 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

The New Testament Reading 
A reading from the second letter of Peter. 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honour and glory from God the 
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him 
on the holy mountain. 
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

This is the word of the Lord. 2 Peter 1: 16 – end 
Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Antiphon:  O nata lux 
O nata lux de lumine, 
Jesu redemptory saeculi 
Dignare clemens supplicum 
Laudes preces que sumere. 
 

Qui carne quondam contegi 
Dignatus es pro perditis 
Nos membra confer effici 
Tui beati corporis 

O Light born of Light, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
with loving-kindness deign to receive 
suppliant praise and prayer. 
 

Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh 
for the sake of the lost, 
grant us to be members 
of thy blessed body. 

Thomas Tallis 
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The Gospel 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came 
and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus himself alone. 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after 
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 17: 1 – 9 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  'Tis good, Lord, to be here! 

'Tis good, Lord, to be here! 
Thy glory fills the night; 
Thy face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light. 

'Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
Thy beauty to behold, 
Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Thy messengers of old. 
 
Fulfiller of the past, 
Promise of things to be, 
We hail thy Body glorified, 
And our redemption see. 

 

Before we taste of death, 
We see thy kingdom come; 
We fain would hold the vision bright, 
And make this hill our home, 
 
'Tis good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain; 
But since thou bidst us leave the mount 
Come with us to the plain. 

Carlisle 178 NEH 
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Anthem: Be thou my vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
Be all else but nought to me, save that thou art; 
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 
Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art; 
Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be thou my vision, Ruler of all. 

Bob Chilcott 

Communion Hymn: To be in Your presence 
To be in Your presence, 
to sit at Your feet, 
where Your love surrounds me, 
and makes me complete: 

this is my desire, O Lord, this is my desire. 
This is my desire, O Lord, this is my desire. 

To rest in Your presence 
not rushing away, 
to cherish each moment 
here I would stay: 

this is my desire, O Lord, this is my desire. 
This is my desire, O Lord, this is my desire. 

52 Additional Hymn Book 

 
Dismissal:  Angel Voices 

Angel voices, ever singing 
round thy throne of light, 
angel harps, for ever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless thee, 
and confess thee Lord of might. 
 
Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
Can we know that thou art near us, 
and wilt hear us?  Yes, we can. 
 

Yea, we know that thou rejoicest 
o'er each work of thine; 
thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 
craftsman's art and music's measure 
for Thy pleasure all combine. 
 
In thy house, great God, we offer 
of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer 
all unworthily, 
hearts and minds and hands and voices 
In our choicest psalmody. 

 

Honour, glory, might, and merit 
thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
blessèd Trinity: 
Of the best that thou hast given 
earth and heaven render thee. 

Angel Voices 336 NEH 
 

 
 


