Sunday 14 May 2023 Sixth Sunday of Easter

Hymns, Readings, & Collect

Opening Hymn: O Jesus | have promised

O Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my Friend;
| shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my Guide.

O let me hear thee speaking

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.

O let me see thy footmarks,

and in them plant mine own;
my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone;
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.

in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,

thou Guardian of my soul.
Wolvercote 420 NEH

The Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see how extremely religious you are in every
way. For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among
them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of
the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”;
as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his offspring.”
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.’
This is the word of the Lord. Acts 17: 22-31
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow!
My Love, the Crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow.
Had Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst his three-day prison,

our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen.
arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926)

The Gospel
Alleluia! Alleluia!
| am the first and the last says the Lord, and the living one.
| was dead, and behold, | am alive for evermore.
Alleluia!

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you,
and he will be in you.

| will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you
will see me; because | live, you also will live. On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in
me, and | in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those
who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St John 14: 15-21
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

Offertory Hymn: Love divine, all loves excelling
Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver, Finish then thy new creation,
let us all thy life receive; pure and spotless let us be;

suddenly return, and never, let us see thy great salvation,
never more thy temples leave. perfectly restored in thee,

Thee we would be always blessing, changed from glory into glory
serve thee as thy hosts above, till in heaven we take our place,
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, till we cast our crowns before thee,
glory in thy perfect love. lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Blaenwern 408i NEH
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Anthem: With the voice of singing

Communion Hymn: Lord
Lord Jesus Christ

you have come to us,

you are one with
Mary’s Son;

cleansing our souls from all their sin,
pouring your love and goodness in;
Jesus, our love for you we sing,

living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,

now and every day
teach us how to pray,

Son of God.

With the voice of singing declare ye this,
and let it be heard, Alleluia.

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.
O be joyful in God, all ye lands.

O sing praises to the honour of his name,
make his praise glorious.

Jesus Christ, you have come to us

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have come to us,

us, born as one of us,
Mary’s son;

led out to die on Calvary,

you are Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,

| would come to you,

live my life for you,
Son of God.

risen from death to set us free,
living Lord Jesus, help us see

M Shaw (1875-1958)

You have commanded us to do
this in remembrance, Lord, of you:
into our lives your power breaks through,

All your commands | know are true,
your many gifts will make me new,
into my life your power breaks through,

living Lord.

living Lord.

Dismissal: Thine be the glory

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:
Thine be the glory, ...

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;

life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Thine be the glory, ...

Living Lord 297 NEH

Maccabaeus 120 NEH



