Sunday 11 June 2023 First Sunday after Trinity
Hymns, Readings, & Collect

Opening Hymn: The God of Abram praise

The God of Abram praise The God who reigns on high
who reigns enthroned above, the great archangels sing,

Ancient of everlasting Days, and ‘Holy, holy, holy’ cry
and God of love: ‘Almighty King!

to him uplift your voice Who was and is the same,
at whose supreme command and evermore shall be:

from earth we rise and seek the joys eternal Father, great | AM,
at his right hand. we worship thee.’

The whole triumphant host
give thanks to God on high;
hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
they ever cry:
hail, Abram’s God, and mine!
(I join the heavenly lays)
all might and majesty are thine,

and endless praise.
Leoni 148 NEH

The Collect
O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you,
mercifully accept our prayers
and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without you,
grant us the help of your grace,
that in the keeping of your commandments we may please you both in will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

The promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘l have made you the father of many nations’)—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’,
according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise
of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, ‘it
was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses
and was raised for our justification.

This is the word of the Lord. Romans 4: 13—end
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation: Thuma mina
Thuma mina. Thuma mina, thuma mina, thuma mina, Somandla.

Send me, Lord. Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Lord.
Lead me, Lord. Lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord.

Fill me, Lord. Fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Lord.
Traditional African 481 AM

The Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him,
‘Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and
his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-
collectors and sinners?’ But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “l desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come to
call not the righteous but sinners.’

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and knelt before
him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus
got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from
haemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to
herself, ‘If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart,
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to
the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for
the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that district.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 9: 9-13, 18-26
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed:
Let us declare our faith in the living God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession & The Peace
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Offertory Hymn: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy For the love of God is broader
like the wideness of the sea; than the measure of our mind;
there’s a kindness in his justice and the heart of the Eternal
which is more than liberty. is most wonderfully kind.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows But we make his love too narrow
are more felt than up in heaven; by false limits of our own;
there is no place where earth’s failings and we magnify his strictness
have such kindly judgement given. with a zeal he will not own.

There is plentiful redemption
through the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all gladness

in the joy of Christ our Lord.
Corvedale 461 NEH

The Eucharistic Prayer

Anthem: He shall feed his flock
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. Come unto him, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and he will give you rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him; for he is meek and lowly of

heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
from Messiah
Isaiah 40: 11; St Matthew 11: 28-29

Communion Hymn: Purify my heart

Purify my heart, Purify my heart,

let me be as gold and precious silver. cleanse me from within and make me holy.

Purify my heart, Purify my heart,

let me be as gold, pure gold. Refrain: cleanse me from my sin, deep within.  Refrain:
Refiner's fire,

my heart's one desire

is to be holy,

set apart for you, Lord.

| choose to be holy,

set apart for you, my Master,

ready to do your will.
Purify 373 AM
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The Post Communion Prayer, Junior Church Presentation, and Blessing

Dismissal: | heard the voice of Jesus say

| heard the voice of Jesus say, | heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Come unto me and rest; ‘Behold, | freely give
lay down, thou weary one, lay down the living water, thirsty one;
thy head upon my breast:’ stoop down, and drink, and live:’
| came to Jesus as | was, | came to Jesus, and | drank
weary, and worn, and sad; of that life-giving stream;
| found in him a resting-place, my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and he has made me glad. and now | live in him.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘I am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
and all thy day be bright:’
| looked to Jesus, and | found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk
till travelling days are done.
Kingsfold 376 NEH



