Sunday 9 July 2023

Hymns, Readings, and Collect Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Opening Hymn: Jesus shall reign
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Blessings abound where’er he reigns:
does his successive journeys run; the prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, the weary find eternal rest,
till moons shall wax and wane no more. and all the sons of want are blest.
People and realms of every tongue Let every creature rise and bring
dwell on his love with sweetest song, peculiar honours to our King;
and infant voices shall proclaim angels descend with songs again,
their early blessings on his name. and earth repeat the loud Amen.
Galilee 388ii NEH
The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,

that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The New Testament Reading:
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. Now if |
do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin that
dwells within me. For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will what is
right, but | cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. Now if |
do what | do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

So | find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For | delight in the law
of God in my inmost self, but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

This is the word of the Lord. Romans 7: 15-25a
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: In the Lord I'll be ever thankful
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord | will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid;

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. Lift up your voices the Lord is near.
Taize Community

The Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time Jesus said,

‘To what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one
another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came eating and
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drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.’

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-end
Praise to you, O Christ.

Offertory Hymn: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy For the love of God is broader
like the wideness of the sea; than the measure of our mind;
there’s a kindness in his justice and the heart of the Eternal
which is more than liberty. is most wonderfully kind.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows But we make his love too narrow
are more felt than up in heaven; by false limits of our own;
there is no place where earth’s failings and we magnify his strictness
have such kindly judgement given. with a zeal he will not own.

There is plentiful redemption
through the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all gladness

in the joy of Christ our Lord.
Corvedale 461 NEH

Anthem: Lead me, Lord

Lead me, Lord, in thy righteousness: make thy way plain before my face.

For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-76)
from Psalm 5

Communion Hymn: Be still my soul

Be still my soul: the Lord is on thy side; Be still my soul: when dearest friends depart
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; and all is dark and in the vale of tears.

leave to thy God to order and provide; Then shalt thou better know his love, his heart
in every change he faithful will remain. who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears.

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly friend  Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.
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Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on

when we shall be forever with the Lord,

when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

Hymn: Now thank we all our God

Now thank we all our God,
with heart and hands and voices,

who wondrous things hath done,

in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mother’s arms
hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours to-day.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blesséd peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,

the Son, and him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,

the One eternal God,

whom earth and heaven adore,

for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
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