Sunday 16 July 2023 Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Hymns, Readings, & Collect

Opening Hymn: Ye servants of God
Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name:
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol:
his kingdom is glorious, and rules over all.

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
and still he is nigh, his presence we have:
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.

Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son:
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore, and give him his right:
all glory and power, all wisdom and might,
all honour and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love.
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The Collect
Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who love you such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans.

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the word of the Lord. Romans 8: 1-11
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation: In the Lord I'll be ever thankful
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord | will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid;

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. Lift up your voices the Lord is near.
Taize Community

The Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in
parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!

Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed:
Let us declare our faith in the living God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession & The Peace
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Offertory Hymn: We plough the fields

Sixth Sunday after Trinity

He only is the Maker

We plough the fields, and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s almighty hand;
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine,
And soft refreshing rain:
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above,
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,
For all his love.

We thank thee then, O Father,

Of all things near and far,

He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star.

The winds and waves obey him,
By him the birds are fed;

Much more to us, his children,
He gives our daily bread:

For all things bright and good;

The seed-time and the harvest,

Our life, our health, our food.
No gifts have we to offer

For all thy love imparts,

But that which thou desirest,

Our humble, thankful hearts:

The Eucharistic Prayer

Anthem: O for the wings of a dove

O for the wings of a dove!

Far away, far away would | rove;
in the wilderness build me a nest,
and remain there for ever at rest.

Communion Hymn: There is a redeemer

Jesus my Redeemer,
Name above all names,

precious Lamb of God, Messiah,

O for sinners slain:

There is a Redeemer
Jesus, God’s own Son,
precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One.
Thank you O my Father
for giving us your Son,
and leaving us your Spirit
till your work on earth is done.

When | stand in glory
| will see his face,

in that holy place.
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Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47)

and there I'll serve my King for ever

Redeemer 805 AM
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The Post Communion Prayer, Junior Church Presentation, and Blessing

Dismissal: Father, Lord of all creation

Father, Lord of all Creation,
Ground of being, life and love;

height and depth beyond description
only life in you can prove:

you are mortal life’s dependence:
thought, speech, sight are ours by grace;

yours is every hour’s existence,
sovereign Lord of time and space.

Jesus Christ, the man for others, Holy Spirit, rushing, burning
we, your people, make our prayer: wind and flame of Pentecost,
give us grace to love as brothers fire our hearts afresh with yearning
all whose burdens we can share. to regain what we have lost.
Where your name binds us together May your love unite our action,
you, Lord Christ, will surely be; nevermore to speak alone:
where no selfishness can sever God, in us abolish faction,
there your love may all men see. God, through us your love make known.

Abbot’s Leigh 356 AMNS



