
Sunday 27 August 2023  Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect   

 
Opening Hymn: Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish;  but naught changeth thee. 
 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render:  O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

St Denio 377 NEH 

 
The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray 
and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask 
but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Romans 12: 1–8 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Bless the Lord, my soul 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 

Taize Community 
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 The Gospel 

  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, 
‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 16: 13–20 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon 
 
The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of Intercession & The Peace 
 
Offertory Hymn:  Jesu, lover of my soul - 383 

Jesu, lover of my soul, 
   let me to thy bosom fly, 
while the nearer waters roll, 
   while the tempest still is high: 
hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
   till the storm of life is past; 
safe into the haven guide, 
   O receive my soul at last. 
 

Other refuge have I none; 
   hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
   still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on thee is stayed, 
   all my help from thee I bring; 
cover my defenceless head 
   with the shadow of thy wing. 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want, 
   more than all in thee I find: 
raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
   heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is thy name, 
   I am all unrighteousness; 
false and full of sin I am, 
   thou art full of truth and grace. 
 

Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
   grace to cover all my sin; 
let the healing streams abound; 
   make and keep me pure within: 
thou of life the fountain art; 
   freely let me take of thee; 
spring thou up within my heart, 
   rise to all eternity. 

Aberystwyth 383ii NEH 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
  



Sunday 27 August 2023  Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect   

 
Anthem:  Holy is the true light 

Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful,  
lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict;  
from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour,  
wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore.  Alleluia! 

William Harris (1883–1973) 

 
Communion Hymn:  Father hear the prayer we offer 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
   not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
   live our lives courageously. 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
   do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
   may we tread rejoicingly. 

Not for ever by still waters 
   would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
   from the rocks along our way. 
 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
   in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
   Father, be thou at our side. 

Sussex 357 NEH 

 
The Post Communion Prayer & The Blessing 
 
Dismissal:  He who would valiant be 

He who would valiant be, 
   ’gainst all disaster, 
let him in constancy 
   follow the master. 
There’s no discouragement 
shall make him once relent 
his first avowed intent 
   to be a pilgrim. 

Whoso beset him round 
   with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound, 
   his strength the more is. 
No foes shall stay his might, 
though he with giants fight, 
he will make good his right 
   to be a pilgrim. 

Since, Lord, thou dost defend 
   us with thy spirit; 
we know we at the end 
   shall life inherit. 
Then, fancies, flee away! 
I’ll fear not what men say, 
I’ll labour night and day 
   to be a pilgrim. 

Monk’s Gate 372 NEH 

 


