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Hymns, Readings, and Collect Sermon Series: Mission & Evangelism 
 

Opening Hymn:  Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish;  but naught changeth thee. 
 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render:  O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

St Denio 377 NEH 

 
The Collect 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 
of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do,  
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may 
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted 
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having 
the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Philippians 1: 21–end 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: Thuma mina 

Thuma mina. Thuma mina, thuma mina, thuma mina, Somandla. 

Send me, Lord. Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Lord. 

Lead me, Lord. Lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord. 

Fill me, Lord. Fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Lord. 
 Traditional African 481 AM 
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 The Gospel 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for 
his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to 
them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said 
to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 20: 1–16 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon 
 
The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession & The Peace 
 
Offertory Hymn:  I heard the voice of Jesus say 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   ‘Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
   thy head upon my breast:’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
   weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting-place, 
   and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   ‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; 
   stoop down, and drink, and live:’ 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
   of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
   and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   ‘I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
   and all thy day be bright:’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
   in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
   till travelling days are done. 

Kingsfold 376 NEH 
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Anthem:  Jesu, the very thought of thee 
Jesu, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills my breast; 
but sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest. 

Edward Bairstow (1874–1946) 

 
 
Communion Hymn: Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

 give thanks to the Holy One,  

 give thanks because he's given 

 Jesus Christ, his Son.   (Repeat refrain)  
 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong!” 

Let the poor say, "I am rich"  

because of what the Lord has done for us.  
(Repeat All) 

(Last time):  

Give thanks. 
Give Thanks 639 AM 

 
Post Communion Prayer for Mission 

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  
Dismissal:  Thy hand, O God, has guided 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 
   thy flock, from age to age; 
the wondrous tale is written, 
   full clear, on every page; 
our fathers owned thy goodness, 
   and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness: 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
   to greatest, as to least; 
they bade men rise, and hasten 
   to share the great King’s feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 
   in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Through many a day of darkness, 
  through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely 
   to guard the nation’s life. 
Their gospel of redemption, 
   sin pardoned, man restored, 
was all in this enfolded, 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 
   nor leave thy work undone; 
with thy right hand to help us, 
   the victory shall be won; 
and then, by men and angels, 
   thy name shall be adored, 
and this shall be their anthem, 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Thornbury 485 NEH 
 


