Sunday 17 September 2023 Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Hymns, Readings, and Collect Sermon Series: Mission & Evangelism
Opening Hymn: The God of Abraham praise
The God of Abram praise The God who reigns on high
who reigns enthroned above, the great archangels sing,
Ancient of everlasting Days, and ‘Holy, holy, holy’ cry
and God of love: ‘Almighty King!
to him uplift your voice Who was and is the same,
at whose supreme command and evermore shall be:
from earth we rise and seek the joys eternal Father, great | AM,
at his right hand. we worship thee.’

The whole triumphant host
give thanks to God on high;
hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
they ever cry:
hail, Abram’s God, and mine!
(I join the heavenly lays)
all might and majesty are thine,

and endless praise.
Leoni 148 NEH

The Collect
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe
in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.
Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in
honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, ‘As | live, says the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable
to God.

This is the word of the Lord. Romans 14: 1-12
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation: Thuma mina
Thuma mina. Thuma mina, thuma mina, thuma mina, Somandla.

Send me, Lord. Send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Jesus, send me, Lord.
Lead me, Lord. Lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Jesus, lead me, Lord.

Fill me, Lord. Fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Jesus, fill me, Lord.
Traditional African 481 AM

The Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should
| forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven
times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his
fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” But he refused;
then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as | had mercy on
you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 18: 21-35
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Liturgy of Baptism - Hymn to the Font: Come down, O Love divine
Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
Down Ampney 137 NEH

Prayers of Intercession & The Peace
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Offertory Hymn: Let us build a house
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Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children
tell how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
Refrain :

Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.

Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;

Let us bring an end to fear and danger:
Refrain:

Anthem: View me, Lord
View me, Lord, a work of thine:
shall | then lie drowned in night?
might thy grace in me but shine,
| should seem made all of light.

Cleanse me, Lord, that | may kneel
at thine altar, pure and white;
they that once thy mercies feel,
gaze no more on earth’s delight.

Communion Hymn: Just as | am
Just as | am, without one plea
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings within, and fears without,

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all | need, in thee to find,

Let us build a house where love is found,
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
Refrain :

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
Refrain :
Let us build 365 AM

Worldly joys, like shadows fade
when the heavenly light appears;
but the covenants thou hast made,
endless, know nor days nor years.

In thy word, Lord, is my trust,
to thy mercies fast | fly.
though | am but clay and dust,
yet thy grace can lift me high.

Richard Lloyd (b 1933)

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve:
because thy promise | believe,

Just as | am (thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down),
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,

Just as | am, of that free love
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,

here for a season, then above,
Saffron Walden 294 NEH
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Post Communion Prayer for Mission
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Dismissal: Ye that know the Lord is gracious

Ye that know the Lord is gracious, Living stones, by God appointed
ye for whom a corner-stone each to his allotted place,
stands, of God elect and precious, kings and priests, by God anointed,
laid that ye may build thereon, shall ye not declare his grace?
see that on that sure foundation Ye, a royal generation,
ye a living temple raise, tell the tidings of your birth,
towers that may tell forth salvation, tidings of a new creation
walls that may re-echo praise. to an old and weary earth.

Tell the praise of him who called you
out of darkness into light,
broke the fetters that enthralled you,
gave you freedom, peace, and sight:
Tell the tale of sins forgiven,
strength renewed and hope restored,
till the earth, in tune with heaven,

praise and magnify the Lord.
Rustington 477 NEH



