
Sunday 29 October 2023  Last Sunday after Trinity 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect  
 

Opening Hymn:  Thy hand, O God, has guided 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 
   thy flock, from age to age; 
the wondrous tale is written, 
   full clear, on every page; 
our fathers owned thy goodness, 
   and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness: 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
   to greatest, as to least; 
they bade men rise, and hasten 
   to share the great King’s feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 
   in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Through many a day of darkness, 
  through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely 
   to guard the nation’s life. 
Their gospel of redemption, 
   sin pardoned, man restored, 
was all in this enfolded, 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 
   nor leave thy work undone; 
with thy right hand to help us, 
   the victory shall be won; 
and then, by men and angels, 
   thy name shall be adored, 
and this shall be their anthem, 
   one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Thornbury 485 NEH 

 
The Collect 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  
help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians. 
 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had 
already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to 
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit 
or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 
nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made 
demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 
children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 2: 1–8 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: Ubi caritas 

Ubi caritas et amor. Ubi caritas Deus ibi est.    

Where charity and love are. God is there.  
Taize Community 
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 The Gospel 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do you think of 
the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to them, ‘How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your 
enemies under your feet’”?  If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 22: 34–end 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed 
Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession & The Peace 
 

Offertory Hymn:  Love divine, all loves excelling 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
   joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
   all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
   pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
    enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 
   let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
   never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
   serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
   glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation, 
   pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation, 
   perfectly restored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory  
   till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee,  
   lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Blaenwern 408i NEH 

 

Anthem: A new commandment 
A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another as I have loved you.   
By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

Richard Shephard (b 1949) 
St John 13: 34–35 
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Communion Hymn: Love is his word 

Love is his word, love is his way, 
feasting with men, fasting alone, 
living and dying, rising again, 
Love, only love, is his way. 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
better than splendour and wealth. 

 

Love is his way, love is his mark, 
sharing his last Passover feast, 
Christ at his table, host to the twelve. 
Love, only love, is his mark. 
 

Love is his mark, love is his sign, 
bread for our strength, wine for our joy, 
"This is my body, this is my blood", 
Love, only love, is his sign. 
 

Love is his sign, love is his news, 
"Do this," he said, "lest you forget 
all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood." 
Love, only love, is his news. 

Love is his news, love is his name, 
we are his own, chosen and called, 
family, brethren, cousins and kin. 
Love, only love, is his name. 
 

Love is his name, love is his law. 
Hear his command, all who are his: 
"Love one another, I have loved you." 
Love, only love, is his law. 
 

Love is his law, love is his word: 
love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
love of the Spirit, God ever one. 
Love, only love, is his word. 

Cresswell 454AM 

 
Dismissal:  Lord, for the years 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
   urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
   Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
   speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
   Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 
 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 
   spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth, and care; 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
   Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him, 
   loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
   Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us, 
   self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 
past put behind us, for the future take us, 
   Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

Lord of the years 715 AM 

 


