Sunday 19 November 2023 Second Sunday before Advent
Hymns, Readings, and Collect

Opening Hymn: Immortal, invisible
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see

"tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
St Denio 377 NEH

Confession, Absolution, and Gloria

The Collect
Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading
A reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.
Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to
you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When
they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for
that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of
the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope
of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
This is the word of the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Wait for the Lord
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
Taize Community
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The Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus spoke his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
| will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two
talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two
more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, | knew that
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so
| was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where
| did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Matthew 25: 14-30
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in the living God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession & The Peace

Offertory Hymn: All my hope on God is founded

All my hope on God is founded,; God’s great goodness aye endureth,
he doth still my trust renew. deep his wisdom, passing thought:
Me through change and chance he guideth, splendour, light, and life attend him,
only good and only true. beauty springeth out of naught.
God unknown, Evermore
he alone from his store

calls my heart to be his own. new-born worlds rise and adore.
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Daily doth th’Almighty giver Still from man to God eternal
bounteous gifts on us bestow; sacrifice of praise be done,
his desire our soul delighteth, high above all praises praising
pleasure leads us where we go. for the gift of Christ his Son.

Love doth stand Christ doth call
at his hand; one and all:
joy doth wait on his command. ye who follow shall not fall.

Anthem: God be in my head

Michael 333 NEH

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;

God be at mine end, and at my departing.
Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)

Communion Hymn: Purify my heart

Purify my heart,

Purify my heart,

let me be as gold and precious silver. cleanse me from within and make me holy.

Purify my heart, Purify my heart,

let me be as gold, pure gold. Refrain: cleanse me from my sin, deep within.  Refrain:
Refiner's fire,

my heart's one desire is to be holy,
set apart for you, Lord.
| choose to be holy,

set apart for you, my Master, ready to do your will.
Purify 373 AM

Dismissal: O praise ye the Lord!

O praise ye the Lord! praise him in the height;

rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;

ye heavens adore him by whom ye were made,
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.

O praise ye the Lord! praise him upon earth,

in tuneful accord, ye sons of new birth;

praise him who hath brought you his grace from above,
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love.

O praise ye the Lord, all things that give sound;
each jubilant chord re-echo around,;

loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,
and, sweet harp, the story of what he hath done.

O praise ye the Lord! thanksgiving and song
to him be outpoured all ages along:

for love in creation, for heaven restored,
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

Laudate Dominum 427 NEH



