
Sunday 11 February 2024   Sunday next before Lent 
Hymns, Readings, and Collect  
 

Opening Hymn:  Glorious things of thee are spoken 
Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
   Sion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
   formed thee for his own abode: 
On the rock of ages founded, 
   what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
   thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
   springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters, 
   and all fear of want remove: 
Who can faint, while such a river 
   ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
   never fails from age to age. 

Saviour, if of Sion’s city 
   I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
   I will glory in thy name: 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
   all his boasted pomp and show; 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
   none but Sion’s children know. 

Abbot’s Leigh 362ii NEH 

 
The Welcome, Notices, Confession and Absolution, and The Gloria 

 
The Collect 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness,  
from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

 
The New Testament Reading 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 4: 3–6 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Chant:  Come let us bow down 

Come let us bow down 
Come and bend your knee 
Here before the Lord our Maker 
Harken to His voice 
Harden not your hearts 
For He is our God 

Taize Community 
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The Gospel 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. St Mark 9: 2–9 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The Sermon 
 
The Creed: 

Let us declare our faith in the living God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of Intercession and The Peace 

 
Offertory Hymn:  Tis good Lord to be here 

’Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
   thy glory fills the night; 
thy face and garments, like the sun,  
   shine with unborrowed light. 
 

’Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
   thy beauty to behold, 
where Moses and Elijah stand, 
  thy messengers of old. 

Fulfiller of the past, 
   promise of things to be, 
we hail thy body glorified, 
   and our redemption see. 
 

Before we taste of death, 
   we see thy kingdom come; 
we fain would hold the vision bright, 
   and make this hill our home. 
 

’Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
   yet we may not remain; 
but since thou bidst us leave the mount, 
   come with us to the plain. 

Carlisle 178 NEH 

 
Anthem: Jesu, the very thought of thee 

Jesu, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills my breast; 
but sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest. 

Edward Bairstow (1874–1946) 
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Communion Hymn:  To be in your presence 
To be in your presence 
to sit at your feet. 
Where your love surrounds me 
and makes me complete. 

To rest in your presence,  
not rushing away,  
to cherish each moment,  
here I would stay. 

This is my desire, O Lord,  
this is my desire,  
this is my desire, O Lord,  
this is my desire. 

523 Sing Glory 

 
Dismissal:  Angel voices, ever singing 

Angel-voices ever singing 
   round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, 
   rest not day nor night; 
      thousands only live to bless thee 
      and confess thee 
   Lord of might. 
 

Thou who art beyond the farthest 
   mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest 
   songs of sinful man? 
      Can we know that thou art near us, 
      and wilt hear us? 
   Yea, we can. 

For we know that thou rejoicest 
   o’er each work of thine; 
thou didst ears and hands and voices 
   for thy praise design; 
      craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
      for thy pleasure 
   all combine. 
 

In thy house, great God, we offer 
   of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer 
   all unworthily 
      hearts and minds and hands and voices 
      in our choicest 
   psalmody. 

Honour, glory, might, and merit 
   thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
   blessèd Trinity. 
      Of the best which thou hast given 
      earth and heaven 
   render thee. 

Angel-voices 336 NEH 
 


